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Socialism in Queensland 

S EVERAL years ago, Mr. Winston Churchill 
made, in an unguarded moment, the rash 
assertion that Labour was unfit to govern. 

There are few people in Britain to-day, 
however much they might deplore or fear the 
spectacle of Labour’s onward march to power, 
who would risk a repetition of this strange conten¬ 
tion. Indeed, the plain man standing bemazed in 
a society where workers flounder in a sea of poverty 
and the idle flaunt their luxury and licentiousness 
unchecked and unashamed, where people go short 
while the machines which might make the goods to 
satisfy their needs stand silent and unused, may well 
be forgiven for asking whether not Labour, but 
Capitalism, is fit to govern. 

The answer which he is returning to that ques¬ 
tion is to be seen in the steady, inexorable rise of 
the Labour vote, which, with never a set-back, has 
risen in twenty-five short years from 62,000 to more 
than five and a half millions. In a space of time 
which, in political development, is but momentary, 
a third of the polled electorate of Britain has 
accepted Socialism as its political creed, and the 
eventual return of a Socialist Government to office 
and power is no longer a vision but a certainty. 

But how many people in this country—even of 
those who are Labour supporters—realise that in one 
of the greatest of the various nations that make up the 
British Commonwealth, almost a clean sweep has 
been made of capitalist governments, and Labour 
holds the reins of power ? Labour Governments are 
in office in five of the six Australian states—Queens¬ 
land, West Australia, South Australia, Tasmania 
and New South Wales. Practically the whole 
Australian continent has gone Labour, and our own 
kith and kin, men and women from Yorkshire moors 
and Hampshire vales, Essex marshlands and Liver¬ 
pool slums, from London, Tyneside and Clydeside, 
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are actively engaged in the actual creation of a 
Socialist State. 

The Beginning. 

It was Queensland which first lit the beacon fire 
which has since spread to all her sister states of 
Australia. At the outbreak of the Great War, a 
Liberal Government was in office, led by Mr. 
Denham. Early in 1915 there came a General 
Election. The leader of the Labour-Socialist 
Party, Mr. Thomas Ryan, roused the whole State 
by specific charges of war profiteering levelled 
against members of the Denham Government. The 
Liberals were swept out of office on a vast wave of 
popular indignation, every single Minister save one 
losing his seat, and Mr. Ryan came into power at 
the head of a Socialist Government. 

The subsequent ten years have been a period of 
incessant and bitter struggle, demonstrating clearly 
enough that the struggle for Socialism does not end, 
but only really begins, with the achievement of a 
Parliamentary majority. The Ryan Government 
immediately embarked upon a series of drastic social 
reforms. Sugar was commandeered and primary 
and retail prices fixed at a level which reduced the 
cost to the consumers by 50 per cent. The State 
resumed possession of nine million acres of land that 
had been leased to private individuals, stocked it with 
over 100,000 cattle and nearly 3,000 sheep, built 
State abattoirs and butchers’ shops, fattened the 
stock, and then commenced to sell meat in competi¬ 
tion with private enterprise to such good effect that by 
January, 1918, the average price had been reduced 
from is. per lb. to 3d. ! 

Then came the fishing industry. A fleet of large 
State steam trawlers was built, with modern equip¬ 
ment, the industry was reorganized, overlapping and 
waste eliminated and before long the selling price 
had been reduced to one-third of that which pre¬ 
viously prevailed and the consumption doubled. 
State .hotels and refreshment rooms were opened, 
State timber mills established, and the capitalist 
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timber trust broken up. Activity was not confined 
to industry. The hospitals and asylums were 
nationalised, baby clinics established and the care of 
sick, blind, deaf and dumb recognised as a community 
responsibility. 

Bitter Opposition. 

This gives only a bare indication of the extent and 
variety of the public enterprises inaugurated by the 
Ryan Government in the first few years of its exist¬ 
ence. The hostility aroused in capitalist circles was in¬ 
tense, and Press attacks were bitter and persistent. 
The result was that early in 1918, although his term 
of office was not expired, Ryan went to the country 
for a renewal of his mandate. Great sums of money 
were raised by Big Business, both in Queensland and 
abroad, for financing the opponents of Socialism, the 
anti-Labour parties coalesced under the impudent 
name of “the Patriotic National Party,” and a score 
of the most popular military officers secured leave of 
absence for the express purpose of standing as anti- 
Socialists. The Labour candidates fought on the 
record of the Ryan Government, and the three-plank 
platform of international Socialism, anti-conscription 
and anti-war. The response of the electorate was 
decisive. Labour won 50 seats out of 72, and in¬ 
creased its majority by nearly 30 per cent. One of 
the happiest features of the election was the defeat 
of every single one of the officer candidates. Two 
more elections were held, one in 1920 and the latest 
in 1923. Each time Labour has emerged victorious, 
and to-day a Socialist Government is still in power, 
after an unbroken run of ten years, with a clear 
majority of 16 over the combined forces of its oppo¬ 
nents. 

What has it done ? One answer may be found in 
the columns of a witness whose testimony is beyond 
question or reproach. “Labour rule in Queens¬ 
land,” said the (London) Morning Post, “has 
erected new and great sugar mills, has extended the 
railways . . . has started coal mines where private 
enterprise feared to rush in, and has actively pro- 
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moted other primary industries where the so-called 
Liberal politicians refrained lest they should be con¬ 
sidered Socialists.” (July, 1923.) But tributes of 
this kind from the capitalist press are (not unnatur¬ 
ally) rare. For the most part there has been a 
steady campaign of disparagement, blossoming at 
times into bitter denunciation and frequently based 
on unscrupulous misrepresentation. A glance at the 
headings of press cuttings relating to Labour matters 
in Queensland and Australia in general during the 
past few years is instructive. ‘‘Fight against 
Labour,” ‘‘Anti-Labour Move,” ‘‘Labour losing 
ground,” ‘‘Check to Labour Party,” ‘‘Labour 
Reverses”—all illustrative of the wish which was 
father to the thought—and all falsified by electoral 
results and historical fact. ‘‘Labour policy in 
Queensland—Blows at Private Enterprise,” ex¬ 
claimed the Times with agitated disapproval, as the 
Queensland Government proceeded to give practical 
effect to the fundamental principle of Socialism— 
that private profit shall be subordinated to public well¬ 
being. It has been left to the Crewe Chronicle, 
however, to achieve what may be regarded—even in 
in this age of deceit—as the topmost pinnacle of 
fame. 

‘‘Generally, in Queensland,” it wrote, ‘‘Social¬ 
ism means a good time for the few, and a crushing 
burden for the many. . . State trading in the 
Dominion has proved a failure. . . Turning to the 
railways, Socialistic management and control have 
proved disastrous.” It is a cynical commentary on 
capitalism that it should use an accurate description 
of itself for the purpose of abusing its opponents. 
‘‘It is Capitalism,” one might write with complete 
veracity, ‘‘which means a good time for the few, and 
a crushing burden for the many.” The actual fact 
is that Queensland is one of the most prosperous and 
progressive areas within the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. Further, the men who have guided its 
political destinies during the past decade (and par¬ 
ticular reference must be made to Mr. Theodore, 
who was Treasurer in Mr. Ryan’s administration, 
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and is now Premier, as well as Labour’s President- 
designate for the Australian Federal Government) 
have builded not merely for the present but with an 
eye to the future of the State. They have been, in 
a word, not political quacks, but genuine statesmen, 
with boldness, honesty and vision. Their Socialist 
Commonwealth is not being built on ignorance, 
passion, or prejudice, nor on aspirations and fine 
words, but by stern and unremitting application to the 
detail work of social and industrial constructive effort. 

Railways. 

The railways are an example. Queensland is a 
quarter of the total area of the Australian continent, 
and five and a half times the size of the United King¬ 
dom. Over such a vast area the march of progress 
must of necessity coincide with the development of 
the railway system. The investment of capital to 
facilitate development and expansion, even without 
immediate expectation of full remuneration, is a 
commonplace tenet even of capitalist enterprise. 
The main work of railway construction in the urban 
areas had been completed before Labour came into 
power, and it found itself left with the task of building 
railways in the furthest and most inaccessible parts of 
the State. The capital expenditure necessitated was 
great and it is the interest charges on this which are 
more than responsible for the £i i,000,000 deficit 
during the past ten years that the anti-Socialists have 
hailed with such joy. They are careful to ignore the 
fact, however, that the Government has deliberately 
worked the railways at a loss in order that low freights 
might bring lower food prices and generally en¬ 
courage the expansion of trade and commerce. The 
result is that railway freights represent a negligible 
part of the cost of necessary food stuffs. Meat, for 
instance, comes 400 miles to the consumers for only 
1 /40th of the cost. During the three years 1922-24, 
freight concessions totalling £500,000 were made to 
the cattle and other industries—in the face of the 
Tory demands for increased freights and fares—and 
by repealing the Railway Guarantees Act, producers 
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were saved £3,000,000. During the nine years of 
capitalist government preceding Labour’s advent to 
power, expenditure on railways increased 163 per 
cent. In the nine years of Labour rule it has increased 
only by 81 per cent., although the conditions of rail¬ 
way employees have been greatly improved. 
Drivers are paid 66 per cent., firemen 87 per cent., 
and guards 92 per cent, more than ten years ago, 
which means, as the cost of living is less than 50 per 
cent, above pre-war, that their real wages have sub¬ 
stantially increased, while, in addition, in June, 1924, 
the working hours of railway employees were 
reduced from 48 to 44 per week, without any reduc¬ 
tion in wages. This goes hand in hand with advan¬ 
tages to the public in the form of cheap freights on 
goods, as described, and passenger fares which have 
only increased 12-| per cent, on pre-war. 
Ultimately the capital charges will be wiped off and 
the railways will become the free property of the 
people of Queensland. 

State Trading. 

“State Trading has been disastrous,” remarks the 
Crewe Chronicle, with a sublime disregard for fact. 
Let the figures speak for themselves :— 

1923 - 4 - 

Loss. Profit, 

State Butchers’ Shops — £9,320 

,, Produce Agency — £3,009 

,, Railway Refreshment Rooms — £13,479 

,, Hotel — £3,905 

,, Cannery £9,513 

,, Fishery £3,922 

giving a net profit of over £16,000, with costs of 
administration which work out at less than •§• per cent, 
on a total turnover of more than a million and a 
quarter pounds of State business. The turnover 
itself has increased by nearly 40 per cent, in the past 
two years. 

The State stations for the breeding and fattening 
of cattle (which are subsequently killed in the State 
abattoirs and retailed through State-owned but- 
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chers’ shops) showed a net deficit in the year 1923-4 
of a little over £ 100,000. This is a reflex of the 
disastrous collapse in the beef industry in 1921 which 
was concurrent with the international trade slump and 
was intensified by several phenomenally bad seasons, 
drought, etc. This deficit was, in point of fact, a 
modest premium to pay against the virtual certainty 
of famine prices had private enterprise held free and 
unfettered sway. It is held that unless the Queens¬ 
land Government had acted boldly when it did, and 
correctly, famine prices would have become the nor¬ 
mal condition in over six months out of every twelve. 
It is not unreasonable to suppose that it was the fact 
that the consumers were thus safeguarded by public 
ownership and control from fantastic exploitation at 
the hands of private profiteering interests that the 
State stations have been subjected to such a cam¬ 
paign of studied misrepresentation by Capitalism, 
both at home and abroad. The final and unanswer¬ 
able retort of Socialism to the wild allegation of 
“disastrous” can be given once again by figures 
which speak for themselves :— 

Report of Commission of Prices, June 30, 1924 
—Brisbane. 


Meat. State shops. Private shops. 



Price per lb. 

Price per lb. 

Beef : 

Rib . 

5 d. 

6d. 

Sirloin 

... 7 4 d. 

9 d. 

Steak : 

Rump 

••• 9 |d. 

nd. 

Shoulder 

- 5 d. 

5 d. 

Stewing 

... 4 *a. 

... 5 d. 

Corned Round : 

Silverside 

6d. 

8d. 

Brisket (without bone) 3d. 

Mutton : 

7 d. 

Leg . 

9 |d. 

iod. 

Chops : 

Loin 

••• 9 id. 

iod. 

Leg . 

••• 9 |d. 

iod. 

Neck' . 

9 d. 

iod. 
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It will be seen that in every case save one, prices 
in the State-owned shops are lower than those else¬ 
where, and in several cases the saving is substantial. 
It should be noted too, that the prices in the private 
shops would have been even higher but for the fact 
that anti-profiteering legislation was passed, making 
it illegal for any association to control, influence or 
determine prices. During the eight years of their 
existence the State shops have passed ,£35,000 of 
surplus profits over to the Treasury, and a credit 
balance of ;£ 11,000 is carried forward to 1925. All 
this has been done on a profit of only one-fifth of a 
penny per lb., and the retail price of meat in Queens¬ 
land is lower than in any other part of the world. 

Cheap Food. 

The Profiteering Prevention Act (March, 1920) 
was followed by a remarkable increase in the pur¬ 
chasing power of the £. It is true that there was 
was an increase in the purchasing power of money 
throughout Australia between 1920 and 1924, but 
the increase in other states was not comparable with 
that in Queensland. (All the other states had not 
yet got their Labour Governments.) The increase 
in Queensland, where food and groceries were con¬ 
cerned, was no less than 6s. 9d., i.e., 13s. 3d. would 
buy in June, 1924, as much as ;£i bought in March, 
1920. The improvement in some of the big cities of 
the other states, e.g., Adelaide, Melbourne, Hobart 
and Perth, was only is. 3d., 5d., is. 5d. and 4d. 
respectively. Indeed, taking rent into account, most 
of the other states showed an actual decrease in the 
purchasing power of money, varying between is. 3d. 
in the £ in West Australia to 2s. iod. in the £ in 
Adelaide (South Australia). 

The cost of living in Queensland is lower than in 
any other State. British housewives, abandoned to 
the tender mercies of trusts and combines, may well 
sigh over the prices ruling in Socialist Queensland. 
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Here are a few examples :— 

June, 1924. per lb. 

s. d. 

Flour ... ... ... 2 

Sugar . 41 

Jam ... ... ... 8 

Oatmeal ... ... ... 3^ 

Rice ... ... ... 3 

Butter ... ... ... 1 6 

Cheese ... ... ... i 2 

Eggs, fresh, per doz. ... 2 4 

Bacon ... ... ... 1 4 

Tea ... ... ... 2 6 

Coffee ... ... ... 2 o 


These figures apply to products of the most superior 
quality only, and should be read in relation to subse¬ 
quent paragraphs dealing with high wages and low 
taxation. 

The Queensland Government has consistently 
worked with one object—public welfare. It has 
protected the community against capitalist exploita¬ 
tion by applying Socialist principles according to the 
circumstances of each individual industry as seen in 
relation to the whole. Sometimes it has gone in 
for complete nationalisation. In other cases it has 
contented itself with fixing wages, prices and condi¬ 
tions of labour. In cases where competition was 
obviously wholly indefensible, as with insurance and 
the distribution and sale of sugar, it has stepped in 
and established a complete State monopoly. The 
general method, however, has been for the State to 
set up in business itself, and compete with private 
traders on fair and efficient lines. This has stimu¬ 
lated private enterprise into renewed efforts to pro¬ 
duce and sell at prices which are fair to producer and 
consumer. 

National and Individual Wealth. 

The value of these essays in practical Socialism is 
reflected in the statistical returns prepared and pub¬ 
lished by the Government. The total imports for 
1922-3 were nearly £11,000,000 as against 













^ 4 . 5 00 > 000 in 1917 _I while exports increased 
from £11,000,000 in 1917-18 to nearly £16,000,000 
in 1922-3, giving a visible credit trade balance of 
£5,000,000. Deposits in the State Savings Bank 
increased in number between 1919 and 1923 from 
204,000 to 355,000, and in aggregate total amount 
from £nf millions to £20^ millions. The average 
deposits, whether in the State Savings Bank or in 
ordinary cheque paying banks, are easily the highest 
of any of the States in the Commonwealth. The 
latest figures (given to the nearest pound and com¬ 
pared with those of 1918-19) are :— 

Average deposits per Savings Bank Account :— 

1918- 19—Queensland, £51 ; New South Wales, 
£48 ; South Australia, £41 ; Victoria, £40 ; Western 
Australia, £36. 

1922 - 3 —Queensland, £58 ; New South Wales, 
£52 ; Victoria, £47 ; South Australia, £42 ; Western 
Australia, £ 32 . 

Average deposits, Cheque Paying Banks, per 
head of population :— 

1919— Queensland, £49 •; New South Wales, 
£47 ; Victoria, £53 ; South Australia, £51 ; Western 
Australia, £34. 

1923 — Queensland, £68 ; Victoria, £62 ; New 
South Wales, £52 ; South Australia, £44 ; Western 
Australia, £ 37 . 

It is amusing to find it stated by critics that taxation 
in Queensland is ruinously high, when the latest 
returns show it to be £4 4s. 6d. per head of the 
population per annum, which is less than a quarter 
of that prevailing in Capitalist Britain, which has 
to carry the staggering burden of £300 millions a 
year interest on war debt alone ! The high rate 
of taxation in Queensland (if it can be called high) 
is more than counter-balanced by the variety 
and extent of the public services which the 
population enjoys. Incidentally, though the general 
level of taxation throughout Australia has advanced 
by nearly £1 per head per annum during the 
period under review, in Queensland it has only 
increased by 5s. nd. Then too, the exemption 










level in Queensland is higher than in any other state. 
Nobody with an income of less than £8 per week 
pays income tax at all! 

Good Wages. 

A comparison of the average weekly wages pay¬ 
able again shows Queensland to be an easy first, and 
the following figures may bring a pang of envy to 
British skilled engineers who toil for some 55s. 
per week, or British miners whose remuneration 
for arduous, unremitting and dangerous labour is so 
low as to be a national disgrace. 


Wages in Queensland. 


Adult Males :— 
June, 1914 . 

Sept., 1924 


£2 12 10 per week. 

£4 15 9 


Adult Females :— 

June, 1914 . £1 7 o 

Sept., 1924 . £2 10 0 

The average wages of men have increased, therefore, 
by 80 per cent, on pre-war, and those of women by 
90 per cent. As the cost of living in Queensland 
has increased by only 50 per cent, (food, clothing and 
rent), it will be seen that the general standard of 
living is substantially higher than before. To 
strengthen the argument, it may be added that wages 
increased more in Queensland than in any part of 
Australia, while the increase in the cost of living was 
less than anywhere else. There was no industrial 
dispute throughout the year. 


“The City” Tries Sabotage. 

It was in the realm of finance that capitalism 
finally struck the most serious blow at the Queensland 
Government, and it is an object lesson in attempted 
sabotage that the British Labour movement, in the 
hour of its approach to full power, would do well to 
bear very closely in mind. In effect Queensland was 
“barred” from the London money market. “The 
City” tried to bring Queensland to its knees by a 
financial stranglehold. 
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Under the Colonial Stock Act, Queensland as a 
member of the Empire, should be able to borrow ' 
money in London more easily than foreigners. The 
Greek Government Refugee Loan of 1924, amount¬ 
ing to £7^ millions, was subscribed 15 times over—the 
list closing 15 minutes after it was opened. The 
British share of the German loan of 1924 was 
£12 to 15 millions. It was heavily over-subscribed 
within an hour or two. Yet Queensland’s attempt 
to raise a loan failed. It was due to the City finan¬ 
ciers insisting upon a modification of Queensland’s 
Socialist policy in connection with the Land Act 
Amendment Bill of 1920, whereby the rents of 
pastoral lessees were raised, a step which aroused 
Property to furious protest. 

In consequence Queensland floated two loans in 
America totalling some £^ millions. But the arm of 
international finance is long, and Queensland needed 
£24 millions to meet maturing obligations. In 1924 
Mr. Theodore had to come to London and explain 
that his Government has not regarded the 1920 Act 
as a breach of contract, and to make concessions to 
the pastoral lessees and the City financiers. This 
done, he was enabled to negotiate two loans—one 
of about ^13 millions and later, another of £4 
millions, increased the following year to about £12 
millions. Thus, what at one time seemed to be a 
serious deadlock, was liquidated, but it was an 
illuminating example of the financial power which a 
Socialist Government pursuing a policy of public well¬ 
being is likely to encounter so long as the banks—the 
arbiters of the world’s economy—are in the hands of 
private profit-making interests. 

Housing, Child Endowment, Etc. 

The hostility of the British Labour Movement 
towards the landlord class has been interpreted (quite 
wrongly) by many of its opponents as indicative of a 
fear lest private ownership of houses should militate 
against the success of its Socialist propaganda. The 
obvious retort is that Labour does not contest the 
right of the individual to own the house in which he 








lives. On the contrary, it challenges the right of any 
individual to own the house in which someone else 
lives. Meanwhile it advocates drastic limitation of 
the power of the landlord to exploit the houseless 
during the present period of shortage, and the build¬ 
ing of houses which shall be publicly owned and let 
at fair rentals to those in need. Actions speak 
louder than words, and in Socialist Queensland, two- 
thirds of the population own their own houses. In 
July, 1925, the Premier outlined his scheme for child 
endowment. Its principal features comprised a 
weekly payment of five shillings for each child, ex¬ 
cluding the first, up to fourteen years of age, and 
providing the breadwinner’s income did not exceed 
£8 per week. It applied to the children of all work¬ 
ing people, whether the parent was employed by the 
Government or by private employers and the existing 
wage rates of married men were not to be reduced 
in consequence. A comprehensive scheme of 
widows’ pensions is also in contemplation. 

Socialism Means Life. 

The general standard of comfort and security in a 
country may be gauged from an examination of its 
mortality figures, and in this connection it is a signi¬ 
ficant fact that Queensland, which, six years ago, had 
by far the heaviest infant mortality rate of any area 
in Australia, now has the lowest—52 per 1,000— 
which may be contrasted with the terrible figure of 
more than 120 per 1,000 in some of the slum areas 
of Tory-ridden Birmingham. Socialism in Queens¬ 
land has overwhelmingly justified itself, therefore, 
not only in general standards of comfort and happi¬ 
ness, but in the greater and deeper issues of life and 
death. 

^ JUU 
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This, then, is a general outline of Socialism in 
practice in one of our daughter nations, 8,000 miles 
away. No Australian State Parliament before has 
ever achieved so much, in so short a time, and in the 
teeth of such persistent and malignant opposition. 
Socialism has organised production and distribution 
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of the people’s food on stable and businesslike lines 
which have been conducive to general confidence and 
security. It has destroyed the monopolistic powers 
of capitalists, relieved the consumers of burdens, and 
greatly raised the general standard of living by adher¬ 
ence to the simple Socialist principle of public welfare 
before private profit and advantage. 

The Fruits of Rebellion. 

It was not easily done. The tactics of capitalism 
in Queensland were indistinguishable from the 
tactics of capitalism in Britain. Labour there has 
had to face its Northamptons and its Kingswinfords. 
All the power of a subsidised and venal Press was 
brought to bear •; the pulpits were enrolled as the 
allies of Mammon ; no misrepresentation was too 
flagrant; no falsehood too gross. Bolshevism, 
atheism, the destruction of religion, the abolition of 
marriage, the nationalisation of women—all these 
ugly depths of the British General Election of 1924 
had been plumbed by Conservatism and Liberalism 
in Queensland years before. But the disciples of 
evil forgot one thing. They forgot that all too many 
of the people whom they sought to deceive had been 
driven from their Motherland by the heavy hand of 
the very order of society which they were now asked 
to support. The clean winds which sweep over the 
mountains and great plains of the Australian contin¬ 
ent make clear minds, and common men rose in 
indignant revolt against so monstrous a perversion 
of intellect. To-day they are reaping the fruits of 
their rebellion in happier and more spacious lives, 
and their example stands as a living inspiration to us, 
their comrades, on the other side of the world. 


Write to the Organising Secretary of the Independent Labour 
Party, 14 Great George Street, London, S.W. 1, for particulars 
of the work of the Party, and how you may join it. 

The Labour Bookshelf, containing a list of interesting 
Pamphlets and Books on Socialist and Labour Questions, will 
be sent post free, on application to the Manager, Publication 
Department, at the same address. 

The Blackfriars Press, Ltd., 17-23 Albion Street, Leicester— i 9837 
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